GEORGE THE THIRD
mockery of justice: it had been effected by discreditable means,
which could only be justified when peace and prosperity was
given to Ireland. Many Irish Catholics had supported the Union
believing that it was the prelude to emancipation; and while
Castlereagh had not said that it would be so he had with Pitt's
knowledge hinted that there was reasonable hope of such a
concession. Conscious that the problem was one of extreme
delicacy Pitt proceeded to submit his proposals to his colleagues
in the Cabinet: they were told that, in his opinion, peace would
only come to Ireland when the Government was willing [i] to
endow the Catholic and Dissenting clergy, [2] commute the
tithes then payable to an alien and minority Church, and [3]
impose a political in place of the religious test, so that Catholics
might be free to sit in Parliament and take up State employment.
He did not submit these proposals to the King; but Lough-
borough, the Lord Chancellor, who was bitterly opposed to any
concessions to the Catholics, told George what was going on
behind the scenes; and at the same time stressed the inviolability
of his Coronation Oath. Dr John Moore, Archbishop of Canter-
bury, and Dr William Stewart, Archbishop of Armagh, endorsed
everything that Loughborough had said, and accentuated that
bigotry which was only to be expected in a loyal son of the
Church of England in the eighteenth century.
George was on the horns of a dilemma. He was sincerely
attached to Pitt, whom he had come to know as a man eager
at all times to serve his country: he was more personally attached,
to the Church of England, which he now believed to be en-
dangered by Pitt's proposals. Conscience forced him to the
conclusion that for once Pitt had committed an error of judgement
—that his policy was not in the country's interests; and it was
his duty as a King to resist his Prime Minister's plan by every
means at his command.
On January sist, 1801, Pitt officially communicated his inten-
tions to the King in a long and reasoned letter. There is no
trace of a desire to dictate to his sovereign: he argued with
courtesy and restraint that the measure which he proposed to
introduce c would be attended by no danger to the Established
Church' and that greater security would be obtained in Ireland
4 by gradually attaching the Popish clergy to the Government/
He pleaded with the King ' maturely to weigh' the proposals
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